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CONTRAST, &c. 


(Continued from p. 209.) 
I? Read the text in the left hand column, and then read the contrast in the right, and so proceed through the whole. 


BIBLE DOCTRINE. 

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death. Rev. xxi. 8. 

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still ; and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still. And behold, I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last. Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremon- 
cers, and murderers, andgdolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie. Ré@v. xxii. 11—15. 





UNIVERSALISM. 

The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part 
in the kingdom of heaven: for there is no such thing 
as a second death. 

He that is unjust, shall be made righteous: and 
he which is filthy, shall be made holy: and he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and 
he that is holy, let him be holy still. And behold, I 
come quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man the enjoyment of heaven. Tam Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last. Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city. But sorcerers, and whoremongers, and mur- 
derers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie will be prepared to go im with them, 
and will equally enjoy heaven. 


(To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 


Mr. Kelsey, quoting Rev. xxi. 8, places, in oppo- 
sition, for Universalism, what he knew, if he knew 
any thing of our faith and principles, to be an un- 
qualified falsehood!!! Should this sound harsh to 
any person, we request him or her, to call this slan- 
der by a milder‘name, and, at the same time, call it 
by the true one! We believe and declare, that there 
isa “second death.” Let Mr. Kelsey read his quo- 
tation from Rev. xxi. 8,—examine himself, and 
tremble. 

Let the opposers of God’s salvation, which, an 
apostle assures us, is for all men, read the following : 
Enemies to the Truth, say, that the righteous are 
miserable or unhappy in this life, and the wicked are 
happy here. Please to answer, What is the cause 
of the misery of the righteous? Will you assign 
one of the three following causes? First. Their 
righteousness. Second. Their sins. Third. That 
God makes them miserable, because they are right- 
tous. What is the cause of the happiness of the 
wicked ? Will you admit one of the three following 
tauses? First. Their sins. Second. Their right- 
eousness, Third. That God makes them happy. 


Inspiration declares, “ Wisdum’s ways are ways of 


pleasantness, and all (not a part of) her paths are 
peace.” (Not misery.) That “ Tribulation and 
anguish (shall be) upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil.” (Not, every man that doeth evil shall find hap- 
piness in doing evil.) Now Mr. K. may talk of his 





“ second death,” and having a “part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone !” How will 
Mr. K. like the prospect befoge him? Did Mr. K. 
ever “tell alie?” Then, most assuredly, Mr. K. 
has been aliar. Has Mr. K. had his part in the lake, 
and suffered the second death ? If so, it is as plain 
as words and facts can make it, that the lake of fire, 
Xe. is in this mode of being. If Mr. K. has not had 
his part in the lake of fire, and has “ told lies,” and 
has been a liar,* then, as true as God is true, he must 
have it in future. Or is Mr. K. a favoured being ? 
Will God respect him, and punish him a little here, 
or excuse him altogether, and punish Universalists 
interminably ? We think Mr. K. is in some diffi- 
culty. How willhe extricate himself? In his pul- 
pit, no doubt, one anathema, well directed, would 
destroy Universalism, and Universalists, altogether ! 
And two strong assertions, on his orn authority, 
would prove any thing in question! But,—unfor- 
tunately for this reverend gentleman, in the columns 
of this Paper, he must produce testimony and rea- 
son. No wonder our clerical doctors have so great 
dislike to public discussion, and prefer, in their pul- 
pits, assertion to argument! Mr. Kelsey is re- 
quested to answer—You, Sir, profess to be right- 
eous. Are you, Sir, miserable? If so, you are in 





* We use plainness of speech, for the occasion demands 
it. Mr K. cannot be offended, when he considers the pro 
per character of all men as simmer 
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the lake! Do you think, Sir, that your righteous- 
ness makes you unhappy ? If that be the case, then, 
Sir, the lake burns with righteousness! not with 
Sire and brimstone! Pray, Sit, what number is the 
death you die, when your righteousness makes you 
unhappy or miserable ? It cannot be the first death ; 
for we first die in Adam. Now, Sir, be candid, Is 
it not a very uncomfortable thing to advocate error, 
and, out of the precincts of your own pulpit, to at- 
tempt to disprove the truth ? 

In our First Volume, No. 41, this passage was 
taken up at large, from whieh we extract the follow- 
ing—* Who are those who do not overcome? We 
remarked, that these of necessity, are those who 
‘have their part in the lake of fire and brimstone, 
which isthe second death.’ It therefore follows, of 
necessity, that all who worship the beast, have their 
part in the lake, &c.; and all who have thet? part in 
the lake, &ec. are those who worship the beast, &c. 
We, therefore, have taken the only ground which 
can be taken; for there is no other rule by which 
we can understand the Apocalypse—nay, more— 
this is the rule there laid down! How, we ask, shall 
any man understand, or profit by this book, and avoid 
‘ worshipping the beast and his image,’ if the beast 
and his image cannot be identified? It is well 
known that commentators of different ages have 
given five hundred identjlics to the beast, or, in 
other words, applied, and declared the application 
of the beast to five hundred different persons, pow- 
ers, nations, sects, or principalities! We say, there 
can be only truth and error. ‘Christ is the way, 
the truth, and the life” Whatever is opposed to 
Christ is anti! We can illustrate this by a simile 
common among men, and of acknowledged author- 
ity in all courts of justice. Let it be recollected, 
first, however, that all who prefer any claims to the 
name, or character of Christian, come under one of 
the three following characters, namely—Calvinists, 
Arminians, or Universalists, (believers in God’s 
promise made to Abraham,) and it is impossible to 
find one among the many sects in name, which exist 
in the world, which do not fall under one of these 
three great divisions. Now, we ask, who, and which 
of these three, are they, whose ‘tears are wiped 
away’—with who: there is no more death—neither 
sorrow, nor crying, nor pain? With whom are the 
former things passed away? Reader, they are those 
on whom the second death has no power! For it 
is the fear of the second death which produces the 
‘ tears, sorrow, crying, and pain!’ We likewise ask, 
Who are those who fear a ‘ second death,’ and 
‘ sorrow, and ery,’ and experience ‘ pain’ in conse- 
quence of their fears? We answer, Every believer 
in Calvin’s doctrine of election and reprobation! 
Every believer in a conditional salvation! And well 
may they fear. They cannot produce any evidence 
of their election, or salvation being sure to them on 
account of their performance of conditions—for the 
man who ‘trusteth in his own heart is a fool!’ 
Proy. xxviii. 26. See Jer. xvii. 5. Now, look at 
our evidence, and apply it. Ifa man is found with 
stolen goods in his possession, he is considered a 
thief, unless he can account for his obtaining them 


lawfally! Now put the question—Who are in po- 

session of the fears, tne unbelief, the sorrow, tears, 
and pain? Where did you getthem? Did the, 
proceed from your ‘ overcoming,’ and do you inher. 
it all things? If so, why do you ery? What ay, 
you afraid of ? Paul told the Jailer, * Believe, ang 
thou shalt be saved, and thine house !! Do you be 

lieve? Have you overcome? And do you inherit 
allthings? If so, why do you say, that your bres} 

ren, the heathen, are lost, and going for ever into 
misery? Paul said, * Rejoice evermore Who 
are the ‘fearful and anbeliering,’ but those who 
are afraid to trust God, and disbelieve his Gospe! 
which he preached to Abraham, saying, In thy seed 
(Christ) shall all the families of the earth be bless. 
ed? Who are the ‘abominable, but those wi, 

sound the loud amen to the misery of their dearest 
relations and friends? Who are the ‘ murderers, 
but those who Aate their brethren of the human race, 
and consign them to interminable wretchedness? 
Who are the whoremongcers, (spiritual adulterers,’ 
but those who depart from the worship and service 
of the true God, and join themselves to the tradi. 
tions of men, and the gods of their creation? Who 
are the ‘sorcerers,’ but those who offer incense to 
strange gods, and by their divining, pretend to the 
power and authority of judging to hell, by ther 
knowledge of the future, in which they describe al! 
the arcana of Pluto’s regions, and measure the 
merits, and by their conjuration, prononnce the re- 
probation, and set theigseal to the damnation of 
others? Who are the ™ tdolaters,’ but those who 
worship gods who cannot, or will aot save? And 
who, we ask, are the ‘liars,’ but those who deny 
that ‘ God is the Saviour of all men; and that ‘al! 
nations whom he hath made, shall come and wor. 
ship before him and glorify his name 7’ These al! 
‘have their part in the lake which burneth with fir 

and brimstone, which is the second death!’ Itisre- 
markable, that those only suffer, and that ‘th 
smoke of their torments (only) ascendeth up from 
age to age, ({rom aionion to aionion) who worsh), 
the beast and his image,’ and that they, alane, ‘ hav 

no rest day nor night,’ because they consign thei 
brethren, whom they suppose their beast does not 
like so well as themselves, to “ fire and brimstone: 
With what peculiar emphasis do the words of m 

spiration apply to them—*‘ For, if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also for- 
give you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.’ In 
other words, if you will not forgive others, you shall 
not have a consciousness of being forgiven your 
selves! Again, ‘Judge not, that ye be not judged 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judg- 
ed; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
Measured to you again!’ If you judge your brother 
to fire and brimstone, you shall have this fire and 
brimstone judged to you again! The disposition 
which influences you to judge your brother to fire, 
shall be your torment ; and your foreboding the 
same misery you meted to your brother, shall punisi 
you! Here is the justice of ourGOD! He has 





justice, as well as mercy! No longer let scoffer 
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and scorners say, Your ‘God is a God all merey, 
and a God unjust.” We appeal to their own feel- 
ings, to their fear and torment, the consequence of 
their unbelief and idolatry, and their assumption of 
his Divine prerogative, for they, in the language of 
the poet, would 

‘ Re-judge his justice, and be God of God !’ 

Mr. K.’s Universalism, in opposition to Rev. xxii. 
jl to 15, shall be settled between him and the apos- 
ve Paul. Mr. K. and the reader are requested to 
nro to Number 25, page 109, col. 2. where the time 
alluded to is spoken of, &c. Mr. K. makes Uni- 
versalism to say, “ He that is unjust, shall be made 
righteous,” &e. Paul declares, 1 Cor. vi. 9—11. 
«Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effem- 
nate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
And such were some of you; but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 

If Mr. K. has ever sustained the reproachful char- 
acter spoken of, (he that offendeth in one point is 
guilty of all,) and God has made him righteous, 
sorely, Mr. K. and Paul cannot disagree! Mr. K. 


in this part of his Contrast, is somewhat favourable. 
Uaversalism is sometimes represented as taking 
inners to heavea in their sins; but Mr. K. has 
“orepared them,” by “making them righteous !” 
Shall not the mghteous go to heaven ? 


(Tu be concluded.) 
—_<j— 
EXTRACT 

From Campbell's Preliminary Dissertations to his 
translation of the four Gospels. Vou. I. page 315. 

Now, let us consider the ordinary method which 
vw translators have followed, in the history of Je- 
sis Christ. One who reads the Bible with reflec- 
tion (which not one of a thousand does,) is aston- 
ished to find, that on the very first appearance oi 
Jesus Christ, as a teacher, though attended with no 
external marks of splendour and majesty ; though 
not acknowledged by the great and learned of the 
age; though meanly habited, in a garb not superior 
tothat of an ordinary artificer, in which capacity 
we have ground to believe he assisted* his supposed 
iather in his earlier days ; he is addressed by almost 
every body in the peculiar manner in which the 
Almighty is addressed in prayer. Thus the leper,t 
Lord, if thou will, thou canst make me clean. Thus 
the centurion,t Lord, my servant lieth at home. 
The Canaanitish woman crieth after him,§ Have 
mercy on me, O Lord. He is likewise mentioned 
sometimes under the simple appellation of The 
Lord, without any addition, a form of expression 
which, in the Old Testament, our translators had 
‘variably appropriated to God. What is the mean- 
mg ofthis? Is it that, from his first showing him- 
self in public, all men believed him to be the Mes- 





* Mark vi. 3. + Matt. viii. 2. t Matt. viii. 6. 
§ Matt. xv. 22, fl John xx. 2. 





siah ; and not only so, but to be possessed of a di- 
vine nature, and entitled to’ be accosted as God ? 
Far from it. The utmost that can with truth be 
affirmed of the multitude, is, that they believed him 
to be a prophet. And even those who, in process 
of time, came to think him the Messiah, never forrs- 
ed a conception of any character, as belonging to 
that title, superior to that of an earthly sovereign, 
or of any nature superior to the human. Nay, that 
the apostics themselves, before his resurrection, had 
no higher notion, it were easy to prove. What then 
is the reason of this strange peculiarity ¢ Does the 
original give any handle for it? None in the least 
For, though the title that is given to him is the same 
that is given to God, it is so far from being peculiar- 
ly so, as is the case with the English term so cir- 
cumstanced, that it is the common compellation of 
civility, given not only to every straager, but to 
almost every man of decent appearance, by those 
whose station does not place them in an evident 
superiority. 

It is the title with which Mary Magdalene accost- 
ed one whom she supposed to be a gardener.* It is 
the title given by some Greek proselytes to the apos- 
tle Philip,} probably a fisherman of Galilee. It is 
the title with which Paul, the tent-maker, and Silas, 
his companion, were saluted by the jailor at Philip- 
pi. Lastly, it is the title with which Pontius Pi- 
late, the Roman procurator, a Pagan and idolater, 
is addressed by the chief priests and Pharisees 7§ 
And though the Jewish rulers would not refuse 
what was merely respectful to the Roman procura- 
tor, who as such was their superior, we may be 
sure they would not have given him a title that 
could be understood to imply any thing sacred or 
divine. Our translators have been so sensible of 
this, that even in the application to the chief magis- 
trate within the country, they have thought fit to 
render it only Sir. Further, it is the title which 
those gave to Jesus, who, at the time they gave it, 
knew nothing about him. In this manner, the Sa- 
maritan woman, at Jacob’s well, addressed him,|| 
when she knew no more of hif® than that he was a 
Jew, which would not recommend him to her re- 
gard. Thus also he was addvessed by the impotent 
man who lay near the pool of Bethseda,4 who, as we 
learn from the sequel of the story, did not then know 
the person who conversed with him, and who soon 
proved his benefactor. In these places indeed, and 
some others which might be mentioned, our trans- 
lators have rendered the word xvgce, not lord, but 
sir. Why they have not uniformly done so, when 
the term is given by contemporaries to Jesus resi- 
ding on the earth, it would be impossible to assign a 
good cause. The only reason I can imagine, is the 
uniform practice that obtains very properly amongst 
his followers since his ascension, now when all pow- 
er in heaven and on earth is committed to him,** now 
when he is made Head over all things unto his 
church,}+ and hath received a name that is above ev- 
ery name,{t that at the name of Jesus every knee 





t Acts xvi. 30. 
% John v. 7. 
tt Phil. i. 9, &e 


t John xii 21. 
{| John iv. 11. 
tt Ephes. i. 22. 


* John xx. 15. 
Matt. xxvii. 63. 
** Matt. xxviii. 18. 
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should bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, 

and things under the earth, and every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of 

(sod the Father: in one word, now when men are 

more especially obliged to honour the Son, @ven as 

they honour the Father.* 
—>—_- 
EXTRACT 

From the Proceedings of the Northern Association 
of Universalists, in the year of our Lord 1822. 
The members of the Northern Association of 

Universalists met in council, according to appoint- 

ment, at the house of Brother James Hale, in Barre, 

county of Washington, Vermont, on Tuesday even- 
ing, the first of October, 1822; and after uniting in 
solerm and devout prayer with Brother Bartlett, 
organized, by choosing 

Br. Joun E. Patmer, Moderator, 

Br. Samvurn C. Love ann, Clerk, 

Br. Rozerr Bartwert, Assistant Clerk. 

Proceeded to read the letters from the several 
Societies in fellowship with this Association, and 
found them expressive of good tidings. 
EPISTLE. 

The Northern Association of Universalists to their 
brethren in the faith of Universal Salvation, send- 
eth the Christian salutation. 
Breturen—Through the goodness of God, who 

“js good to ALL,” aud whose “tender mercies are 

over ALL his works,” we have been perinitted to 

enjoy one more annual association. We again re- 


joice to be made the happy instruments to commu- 


nicate to you “good tidings of good.” It will be 
joyous to you to learn that the Lord was with us 
of atruth; and to be made acquainted with the 
spread of the doctrine of “God our Saviour,” will 
be refreshing and encouraging to your minds. 

A goodly number of the ministering brethren, 
with many of our brethren as delegates from the 
several societies in Our connexion, met in council. 
In our deliberations and consultations, we were 
favoured of the Lord, to “Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is f@® brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” We were enabled to realize that “the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
goodness, faith.” We could exult in the language 
of the Apostle, “God, who is rich in mercy, hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

The reports from the societies comprising the 
association, and the information received from vari- 
ous parts of our Lord’s vineyard, was truly pleasing 
and gladsome to our hearts. Some new societies 
were added, and we received information of the 
existence of a number not yet received into fellow- 
ship. We were made sensible that the “ harvest 
truly is plenteous, and the labourers are few,” 
and feJt, we trust, the importance of “ praying to 
the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth 
labourers.” We were rejoiced to learn that a num- 
ber of young men, of promising piety and talents, 
within the bounds of this association, have devoted 
themselves to the work of “the ministry of recon- 


* John v, 23. 








ciliation, to wit, that God was in Christ reconcilin 
the world to himself.” . 

Our public meetings were graced with the pre- 
sence of the “Head of the Church,” whose pres. 
ence is life. A respectable number assembled to 
hea: the “ Word of life,” and seemed, by their so. 
lemn and devout attention, to say, “ How beautify) 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that preach. 
eth the Gospel of peace.” We could exclaim with 
the Psalmist, “ How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0 
Lord of hosts. Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house, they shall be still praising thee.” ; 

While we congratulate you, brethren, on the sub. 
ject of Zion’s prosperity, the spread of the Gospet, 
and the consequent joy to thousands of our fellow 
men, who have Jong sat in the darkness of error, 
and in the region of the “ministration of death,” 
but who now, by the “ ministration of life,” are ep. 
abled to rejoice “with joy unspeakable and full oj 
glory,” we would most affectionately call your a. 
tention to some of the important duties of our holy 
religion. 

Our heavenly Father has been graciously pleased 
to give us his “ Word” to be “a light to our fee: 
and a lamp to our path.” Here, brethren, we are 
made acquainted with the “whole duty of map.” 
Let us, like the Bereans, search the Scriptures daily, 
and follow their instruction. We seriously recom. 
mend to you, who are parents and heads of families, 
the practice of reading the Seriptures daily in your {i- 
milies. Have we not reason to believe, that we should 
often, while sitting in the midst of our dear children, 
and friends, composing the family circle, and reading 
the records of truth, feel our hearts touched with a 
grateful sense of the “ love of God in Christ Jesus,” 
and be lead to pour out our souls in solemn and 
devout prayer and praises to the God of our sal: 
vation ? 

Prayer is an important duty ; our blessed Master 
has taught us we “ought always to pray and not to 
faint.” We have great encouragement to engage 
and persevere in this delightful employment oi 
drawing nigh to God with a true heart, in fervent 
“ supplication and prayers for all men, for this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Se 
viour, who will have all men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

Brethren—* Forsake not the assembling of your- 
selves together as the manner of some is.” Publi 
worship is of vital importance to the welfare of th: 
community, and the future moral character of ow 
offspring. ‘Let them be taught by parental eran- 
ple, and their morals formed by the precepts o! 
Jesus. If you cannot be favoured with the labours 
of brethren in the ministry, meet on the Sabbath 
and unite in prayer, in singing God’s praise, read- 
ing the Bible, and brotherly exhortations. For 
your encouragement in this laudable practice, you 
have the example of believers in the purest age ot 
Christianity. Of this you will be fully satisfied by @ 
careful attention to the writings of the Apostles of 
Christ. And you have the sure promise of Christ, 
that “where two or three are gathered together 19 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Rely- 
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ag on this promise, let us “ speak often, one to an- 
other, striving for the things that make for peace, 
ind things whereby one may edify another.” 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
»hatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
st, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things.” Always bearing in mind that we 
ae called to “ glory and virtue.” That the grace of 
God, which hath appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, teacheth us to deny ungodliness and every 
worldly lust ; to live soberly, righteously and godly 
inthis present world. 

That our Christian brethren, who are honestly 
opposed to the glorious truth we have been ena- 
bled to see and bear testimony in favour of, “ that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world,” may be convinced, that our “ faith works by 
love and purifies the heart,” let us exercise towards 
them, and all mankind, the meekness and gentle- 
ness of the gospel; duly regarding the exhortation 
{ the Apostle, to “ sanctify the Lord God im your 
hearts; and be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you, with meekness and fear: Having a good 

onscience, that whereas they speak evil of you, as 
of evil-doers, they may be ashamed that falsely ac- 

se your good conversation in Christ.” 

* Now the God of peace that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing 
inhis sight, through Jesus Christ. To whom be 
clorv for ever and ever. Amen.” 

By order of the Association, 
JOHN E. PALMER. 
—— 
From the National Advocate. 
PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 

Considerable conversation has been produced in 
this city, from a sermon, delivered by a young gen- 
‘leman of the name of Strong, at the church in Nas- 
sal-street, corner of Liberty-street, on Sunday last. 
‘17th inst.) The reverend gentleman, as it is our duty 
‘o call him, is said to have referred to the late ca- 
lamity, with which it pleased Divine Providence to 
inflict this city, and in the name, and by the author- 
ity, of that great Source of mercy, he ventured, as 
ve learn, to decide upon the cause of this afflicting 
visitation. He ascribed it partly tothe conduct of 
a public meeting, which was unfriendly to the inter- 
ferenee of the clergy in temporal concerns; partly 
to the conduct of merchants, who, in their bargains, 
endeavoured to overreach each other; partly to 
what he considered the “perjuries of the custom 

house ;” partly to the nomination of an infidel, in- 
stead of a Christian to office; and partly from visit- 
ing theatres, and witnessing a mimic of mimics. If 
we are rightly informed, for we are thankful that we 
did not hear him, the above were the causes of yel- 


low fever, and any subsequent dispensation of Pro- 
vidence. 





Of late, it appears that several reverend gentle- 
men have assumed a most intimate and familia: 
acquaintance with the motives, dispensations, and 
acts of the great Jehovah, the profanity of which 
makes us shudder. The bold familiarity; the daunt- 
less unblushing manner with which they approach 
the Throne of Grace ; the little awe and reverence 
exhibited for the Fountain of justice and mercy, are 
calculated to shock the pious mind. Instead of that 
meekness and humility, that mildness, tolerance, 
and forbearance, which are illustrious featurcs in 
the Christian faith, we witness a fury, a denunci- 
ation, an excommunicating spirit, worthy only ot 
the darker ages. No longer is heard from the pul- 
pit the silver voice, which preaches “ Peace on earth 
and good will to men;” no longer is the soul sub- 
dued by the mild accents of persuasion, the just and 
natural precepts of a pure faith; no longer is the 
Divine Majesty of God pictured in soft and affect- 
ing colours, calculated to promote confidence and 
love, with its inspiring awe and humility: on the 
contrary, the source of all hope and great Architect 
of the universe, is pictured in colours dark and re- 
volting; men shudder, tremble, and depair, wher 
they should stand erect in the presence of then 
Maker, supported by hope, faith, and charity.— 
What is the cause of this sad state of things? It is 
not so much the fault of the preachers as it is of the 
congregation ; for if the hearers would firmly dis- 
countenance such doctrines, the preacher would 
gladly yield to their wishes. We could write a vol- 
ume in proof of the injurious consequences to reli- 
gion, which results from this intemperate course ; 
but it is unnecessary, the good sense of the people 
is with us. It is not the course which should be pur- 
sued by those who seek to walk in the ways of God 
and keep His commandments. 

There is one fact which is important, and which 
should be guarded against. The road to the pulpit 
is too easy of access. Young men released from 
college, deliberate in the choice of a profession, 
whether they will join the army, the bar, or the 
pulpit, and their choice is generally regulated by 
interest; and, if they mount the pulpit, they are too 
apt to make up a deficiency of sincerity by an in- 
temperate display of zeal. 

We now seldom see those heads silvered with the 
frost of many winters; those furrowed cheeks, which 
in a long life of practical piety gives force and in- 
influence to their doctrines. Instead of the disci- 
plined mind, the chastened, calm, and sedate expe- 
rience of age, we have the fire, the overweening 
zeal and intemperance of youth; and such is the 
influence of the pulpit, that they communicate a 
portion of this misguided theory to a portion of then 
auditory. , 

That part of the Rev. Mr. Strong’s discourse 
which is applicable to us, is stated to be in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

“J care nota rush for any political creed or regu- 
lar nomination ; but what must we think of men, 
Christian men, of rank and standing in society, who 
will give their support for any particular office to an 
INFIDEL! instead of a Christian.” 
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We forgive Mr. Strong for applying the term infi- 
del to us, however harsh and undeserved it may be. 
There was a time when the seed of Abraham broke 
the idols of paganism, and resolutely stood up for 
the Omnipotence of the ever living God; and for 
four thousand years have they maintained with con- 
stancy the glory of his holy name; and do they new 
merit the term infidel as their reward? We are no 
infidels ; we believe in the existence of God; in the 
law and the prophets; in a future state of rewards 
and punishments—how are we infidels ? 

In all our writings, in all our conversations, we 
have never permitted ourselves to say any thing 
disreputable of the Christian religion. We have 
respected the religious feelings of others, and claim- 
ed the same privilege, as a free citizen, for our own. 

Our press has been free for the publication of all 
religious notices, while other presses have charged 
for them. We do not therefore profess—we prac- 
tse. 

It is too late, however, for Mr. Strong to apply 
the term infidel to us in relation to a public trust. 
Infidel as he may consider us, we feel that the du- 
ties of the office have been conducted with pro- 
priety: and we do hope that our successor will 

evince a more Christian liberality than we have 
done, and he shall have for it our warm applause. 

May we be more charitable to each other, and 
annul every narrow prejudice; and may ministers 
of the gospel be so enlightened as to comprehend 
the benign principles of religion generally. 

—>—- 
A STRANGE BOOK. 

A friend recently handed us a book, in a pamph- 
let form, where and by whom written or published 
unknown; the title page, if it had one, is gone, as 
well as four pages of the matter. It contains short 
discourses; the first of which appears to have been 
preceded by controversial remarks. The reader is 
at liberty to conjecture for himself.* The fifth 
page, which is now the beginning of the book, com- 
mences as follows: : 

“T have supposed, that reason originally in the 
human mind, conceives of and admits, but one 
such being. [i. ¢. an absolute infinite Being.) 

The Christian bishop will not be my antagonist 
here, and urge that some in the uncultivated state 
of nature, have supposed the existence of a good and 
bad supreme; when he, in writing and preaching, 
declares his belief in but one infinitely intelligent, 
and infinitely powerful being, yet advocates that 
shocking absurdity of the damnation eternal, of, 
perhaps, ninety-nine out of one hundred of the race 
of men; and this by the power and policy of the 
devil, in despite of, and in opposition to, the incal- 
culable and .almighty love of the blessed God !!— 
making the wisdom and energy of the devil, by their 
ercess, to that of the great OMNIPOTENT GOD, as 
ninety-nine to one! 

If the bishop should object to my idea of but one 
supreme, he will suffer me to correct his creed, and 
it will stand thus: “J believe in one only supreme 
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* We purpose to extract from this work oceasionally. 





being, necessarily possessed of all possible perj,,. 
tions: and one more besides, possessed of infinitely 
greater perfections—the devil !” 

I shall have more to say about this last mentions, 
character; and will therefore dismiss the clerice] 
devil for the present. 

Our text tells us “God is love.” Taking it fo, 
granted that the Christian believes in his Bibjy. 
and therefore admits the declaration of the tey, 
we shall search for this God of love, through po. 
ture’s walks, and nature’s works. 

We will first define the term, love; then conse, 
how the sacred passion induces its subject to act to. 
wards the beloved: what is its utility, and whey 
are its bounds? Love in man is a native passios, 
or affection, coeval with his existence and insepers. 
ble from his nature. 

This inclines him to esteem those attributes jp 
another, which he conceives to bear resemblance tp 
his own; to solicitously desire the society of the be. 
loved object, and in every possible way to pursue his 
best interests. 

Our offspring are objects of this passion, api 
have a most powerful claim upon its warmest ey. 
ettions, and pleasingly call forth all its divine 
energies! unless a parent is a monster in nature, 
and born of the rocks, who is insensible of this 
God-like affection, and would forbear to die for his 
! 

“Oh! Absalom, my son, my son!” 

Love in usto our children, is an emanation of 
God, a spark from that inconsumable flame, and: 
drop from that inexhaustable ocean ! 

Instinct in all tribes of beasts, birds, fishes ani 
insects, operates towards their young, as love in 
parents to their children! All-bounteous and inu- 
itable nature, has furnished her numerous family 
with signals and notes, which the young and help- 
less understand ; some of these for the receipt of 
food, others for refuge from impending danger 
The timid ewe, assumes the fierceness of the tigress, 
when her young are in danger, and man, withovt 
suffering a joint to tremble, would meet ten thov- 
sand deaths to save his son! 

The fervid devotion of Angels, the affection of 
parents for their children, and native instinct o! 
beasts, all announce the contrivance of infinite "1s 
dom, and the benignity of nature’s God! Love 
the chord of our nature, which draws us togethet, 
and influences us to form those institutions which 
are the ligaments of society, and connect in ove 
great family the whole race of man! View man © 
his individual state, separated from the society © 
his fellows, and he isa poor, defenceless, solita') 
being, tortured by his passions, lost to the beau), 
use and enjoyment of creation, and cursed in bis 
existence by the God that made hin! 

It is an observation of philosophy, and confirmed 
by experience, that our chief source of happiness © 
our social and fraternal feelings: view but the ¢ 
quisite endearments, which language can neve! de- 
picture, that arise from the connexions of husband 
and wife, parent and child! : 

Love inspires mutual confidence—is the bon? © 
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ceiety, and great physician of the woe-worn heart! 
.< Jenient hand wipes away the tear of sorrow, 
i industriously provides a balm for human 
misery! Before I describe the limits ordained for 
ye divine passion of love, here it will be proper to 
sate, and answer the objection made against my doc- 
wine by advocates for hell torments in the next 
vorld! and this objection I should never believe 
vould be urged, if I had not heard it myself. It is 
thus urged: “we may not judge of the benevolence 
of God, by our fond and commiserating feelings 
inoards our children and friends!” Ans. By what 
an we judge of God, but by that resemblance of 
him, we find in ourselves? Had we no power, could 
ve form any idea, or notion of Omnipotence? If 
no knowledge—of inscrutable wisdom? If no com- 
passion—of eternal benignity? If no parental feel- 
ings—any idea of God’s tender mercies over all his 
works? If we may not judge of God from what we 
fndin the attributes of our own nature, we surely 
ae to judge of him from what we find without our- 
selves; or, not to judge of him at all! and can we 
determine any thing of the character and govern- 
nentof God, in things extraneous to. ourselves, but 
by that reason, which is found only within us? or 
ie we not to judge of God’s character at all? Why 
thea preach damnation, in God’s name, to millions, 
for not loving and obeying him? am I damned for 
got loving a being for whom I have no conception ? 
ind can I conceive of God but by reason, and is rea- 
on found without me? 

This objection did not deserve a serious answer, 
nor should it have had one, but on account of some 
honest minds not illuminated by science, yet in- 
wirers after truth. It is extremely obvious, why 
sich folly is offered, as a succedanium for ar- 
cuments, because arguments taken from the na- 
ture of God, cannot be sustained a moment in 

port of a future hell! and should the trifling 
syjector admit us to judge of God by the benevo- 
lent feelings of our nature, his unfounded notions 
of damnation are gone, and his patrimonial hell is 
aomore! Is there a Turk, or a Tartar, possessed of 
implacability of hatred, or insatiable vengeance suf- 
icient to support him one diurnal revolution, an 
unmoved spectator, of the undescribable tortures of 
adunned enemy! Is there a fond parent who could 
be happy in the kingdom ef heaven, and see a child 
writhing in the flames of an eternal hell! “ to talk 
‘o fiery tempests, to implore the raging flame to 
five its burnings o’er?”’ Can we entertain such 
dishonourable thoughts of the Father of mercies, 
*ho could with infinite ease raise the forlorn dam- 
ned to unfading glory, as to believe he can see his 
offspring in torments that shall never end, and stay 
tis Almighty hand of deliverance ? Can Almighty 
love grow cold, and immutable mercy perish from 
its fountain ! 

If God, angels, saints and heaven, are strangers to 
mercy, the kingdom of glory is dressed out in far 
more forbidding horrors, than the dungeon of the 
‘aquisition, and more to be dreaded by the benevo- 
lent soul, than the Calvinistic Hell ! 

I know what will be urged about conditions of 





life; free agency, and a choice given us of life and 
death, and a great deal more of such contemptible 
stuff: this I will meet, and upon this descant before 
I close these sermons.” 
(To be continued.) 

—<>>— 

EXTRACT 
From Sykes’s Connexion of Natural and Revealed 

Religion. 

“ Another part of this objection consists in charg- 
ing revelation with representing the character of 
God as immoral. It represents bim unjust and ty- 
rannical towards his creatures; it makes him un- 
merciful, and void of goodness, in inflicting eternal 
punishment for temporary crimes. 

This, I think, is one of the most manifest instan- 
ces of strong prejudice against revelation that can 
be produced. For revelation being all founded 
upon reason, it follows, that eternal punis!iments 
for temporary crimes cannot be revealed, if eternal 
punishments are unreasonable. Supposing, there- 
fore, that punishments are in revelation cailed acd, 
OF avaor, eternal ; if that revelation can be proved 
by any just arguments to be true, it follows, that 
such words must not, cannot have an unreasonable 
sense put upon them. In point of reasoning, there- 
fore, you cannot argue that revelation is impossible, 
because it speaks of punishments eternal, unless you 
can prove that eternal punishments are spoken of ; 
and that is impossible, unless it can be proved that 
the word necessarily does, and must signify a proper 
eternity ; for if it be possible, that the word may not 
signify so, then itis very unjust to argue against 
revelation, from what is allowed to be unreasonable, 
at the same time that a reasonable sense may be put 
upon it. 

The exact signification of an adjective is always 
defined from the substantive to which it is joined. 
When the term good is joined to house, horse, sieve, 
roof, paper, ink, it conveys a quite different idea to 
the mind. So, when the word eternal, or everlast- 
ing, is joined to the substantive Adlls, or mountains, 
or to the word God, it implies a very different idea. 
In the like manner, when that term is annexed to 
punishment, it must receive its idea from thence ; 
and if everlasting punishment implies, asthe objec- 
tion supposes, something unreasonable, and contra- 
dictory to the idea which we have of God, then it 
will follow, that we ought not to understand the .Vew 
Testament in such a sense; but it will not follow, 
that what our Saviour said is false ; for it is highly 
unreasonable to put an absurd sense upon a passage, 
when it is capable of a good one, merely to destroy 
the credit of a book. 

Without, therefore, entering into the question of 
eternal punishments, or determining what is the 
meaning of that expression, it is impossible to draw 
an argument from thence against revelation, unless 
it can be proved that the expression implies tnjustice 
in God. Now, the constant declarations of Serip- 
ture being that God will judge the world in right- 
eousness ; and it being @ priori certain, that the 
Judge of all the earth will do right, it is absurd te 
bring an objection from the puntshments which are 
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called eternal, and then to construe that word, as 
signifying perpetual, and as acute at the end of mil- 
lions of ages as they were the first day. For either 
this definition of eternal, as applied to punishments, 
is consistent with righteousness, and then it implies 
no contradiction to suppose God to inflict them ; or 
if they be inconsistent with justice, then the defi- 
uition itself is wrong ; and consequently it is no ob- 
jection to the revelation of the gospel.” 


_—f—_- 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
THE JEWS’ CREED. 

1. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
God is the Creator of all things: that he doth guide 
and support all creatures; that he alone has made 
every thing; and that he still acts, and will act du- 
ring the whole eternity. 

I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
Giod is one; there is no unity like his; he alone 
hath been, and shall be eternally, our God. 

3. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
God is not corporeal ; he cannot have any material 
properties ; and no corporeal essence can be compa- 
red with him. . 

4. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
tiod is the beginning and end of all things. 

5. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
God alone ought to be worshipped, and none but him 
ought to be adored. 

6. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, what- 
ever hath been taught by the prophets. 

7. believe, with a firm and perfect faith, the 
doctrine of Moses is true. He is the Father, and 
the Head of all the Doctors that lived before or 
since, or shall live after him. 

8. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, the 
Law we have is the same as was given by Moses. 

9. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
this Lew shall never be altered, and God will give 
no other. 

10. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
God knoweth all the thoughts and actions of men. 

11. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
God will reward the works of all those who perform 
his commandments, and punish those who trans- 
gress his laws. 

12. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, that 
the Messtan is to come. Although he tarrieth, I 
will wait, and expect daily his coming ! 

13. I believe, with a firm and perfect faith, the 
Resurrection of the Dead shall happen when God 
shall think fit. Blessed, and glorified etefnally, be 
the name of the Creator! Amen. 

—~<— 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
HEATHENISM IN THE CAPITAL. 

The Boston Recorder of August 17, contains the 
report of Mr. Mead, late of the Andover Seminary, 
on the moral and intellectual situation of the peo- 
ple of Washington City. He says, “ seventy-five 
families contained no individual who could read ? 
It was calculated that no less than tivo hundred and 
seventy-six families, beside those in which no per- 
son could read, were entirely destitute of any part 
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of the Bible!! In relation to the children it is sag 
that of 1117 over six years of age, only 583 could 
read, and many of the others had never attended 
school.” If we suppose these seventy-five familie, 
who were utterly ignorant of letters to contain eiz, 
in each family, here are 600; to which add 53, 
from the other families, which remains after dedue;. 
ing the 583 from 1117, and we have 1134 who cap. 
not read! Allowing eight to a family, we have 2993 
American citizens destitute of the Scriptures—anq 
in Washington city. The Recorder man says, “ Bos. 
ton gives 10,000 dollars a year for Foreign Missions 
alone, besides what is contributed for domestic Mis. 
sions, education societies,” &c. &c. I believe they 
high-minded Bostonians gave 18,000 to the ney, 
DR. WARD as a douceur at one time. The editor of 
the Columbian Star, who deals liberally in abuse, 
will do well to publish the amount of the Washing- 
ton charities. The federal city, the young capita) 
of our nation, if this Recorder statement be correct, 
is immersed in Cimmerean darkness. Nearly, one 
eighth of its entire population destitute of the Bib) 
and ignorant of letters. And yet the Recorder and 
Star men cry for more money to support schools in 
Asia. Proh Dolor! Proh Pudor! 
BEN. FRANKLI\ 
—>—. 


Selected 
COMFORT IN SICKNESS AND DEATH 
When sickness shakes the languid frame 
Each dazzling pleasure flies ; 
Phantoms of bliss no more obscure 
Our long-deluded eyes. 


Their frai! support deceives no more 
When death his sceptre shows, 

And nature faints beneath the weight 
Of complicated woes. 


The tott’ring frame from mortal life 
Shall crumble into dust ; 
Nature shall faint, but learn, each soul 
On nature's God to trust. 
—_—- 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishmen of 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, /' 
Chrystie-street, on Monday Evening next, at six o'clock 
Subject for Discussion, Rev. vi. 12—14. 


—~>—— 


GENERAL MEETING. 

An adjourned Meeting of the Friends of Truth, will 
held at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, on Tuesday Evening nes! 
(Dee. 3.) at six o'clock, to take into consideration propos 
tions peculiarly interesting to the cause of Truth. 

Nov. 30. 
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